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Good morning everyone,

I am really excited be here today and to share a few of SANYS’ key budget points regarding both the 2011 Budget and Medicaid Redesign.

· Spend all money available to OPWDD and dedicate all resources in a People First way.
· Advocate to  keep all the money currently in OPWDD’s budget, including Medicaid funds at or as close to the current level as possible; SANYS supports an 1115 Waiver to help with this goal.  
· Encourage and support provider agencies to reinvest the funds they receive so that more people can be supported with existing funds; individualized supports are an important way to do this.  
· OPWDD must phase out funding for state operated services or provide these services at a lower cost.
· Through provider reinvestment and less State operated costs, OPWDD can provide supports for some of the people on waiting lists for services.
· Include people with disabilities and their families in all discussions about the future of services: Nothing about us without us is an important theme for self-advocates.

· Related to home health care for people with physical disabilities: Expand consumer directed options and do all we can as a state to support people in their communities instead of nursing homes.
Thanks for letting us speak today and good luck with your visits to your legislators!
